March 30, 2020

The Honorable Mark K. Keller
86th House District
105 Ryan Office Building
P.O. Box 202086
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2086

Dear Representative Keller:

West End Fire and Rescue Company, one of the three volunteer fire companies protecting the Shippensburg community in Cumberland and Franklin counties, respectfully requests your support of proposed legislation in the Pennsylvania House of Representatives to create a COVID-19 Crisis Fire and EMS Grant Program for volunteer fire and EMS departments across the Commonwealth.

The bulk of our operating revenue—65 percent—comes from fundraising events and donations by local residents and businesses to our annual fund drive. It is clear even at this early stage of the crisis that our income will be affected dramatically by the coronavirus pandemic.

We support the measures taken by the Commonwealth to slow the spread of COVID-19. In the two weeks since the closure of public schools and many businesses, however, we have seen a financial impact from those measures:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]A community craft fair earlier this month where our company was to run the kitchen was canceled, resulting in an estimated $ XXXX loss.
· The cancellation of May’s “Bonanza Extravaganza” fundraiser by IAFF Local 1605 Foundation in Hagerstown meant a loss of $XXXX in projected revenue.
· We have halted in-person ticket sales for our June meal and gun drawing because of physical distancing and the closure of our fire station to the public. If we have to cancel that event, we will lose an estimated $XXXX in revenue.
· Donations to our 2020 fund drive are down $XXXX from this time last year.

As the citizens, businesses and other organizations of our community adjust to the financial upheaval that the pandemic is causing, we fully expect that donations to our fund drive will continue to decline from previous years.

Our volunteers are among those on the front line of this pandemic. The loss of revenue we are experiencing will affect not only our everyday operations, but our ability to be sufficiently prepared to deal with the coronavirus threat. Funds from the proposed grant program will help ease the financial burden our company faces in the months ahead.

On behalf of the officers and members of West End Fire and Rescue Company, and the residents and businesses of the Shippensburg community we serve, thank you for considering our request. Stay safe and healthy.

Sincerely,



Paul Hutchison, President					Jamie White, Fire Chief

